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Prevention Works 

Focus on the 
individual  

Focus on 
the family 

Focus on 
the 

community 



RJI and PPAC 

• From “Rural Alcohol Environments” to  “Rural 
Recreational Environments.” 

• Gathering and analyzing data on “assets” 

– Our assignment was to drive around the county 
photographing places and spaces that qualified as 
recreational assets 

– We needed to take down addresses or use a GPS 
device to log coordinates for each place to make 
the location “mappable.”  

 



What Makes a Place an Asset? 

• Generally a place or space that we consider to 
be useful for any leisure time activities for kids 
such as sports, skating, movies, reading, as 
well as those places called “youth centers” or 
“youth programming sites. 

• We included only those facilities or places 
thought to be safe, accessible, and affordable 



Why photos? 

• To “show” rather than to “tell” a variety of 
audiences 

• To gauge physical condition and physical 
setting 

• To gather impressions of a place from the 
inspection of a visual image 

 

 





What Remains Hidden? 

• Any places that we may have missed and remain 
hidden could include: 
– Unmarked Playgrounds 
– Unmarked Parks 
– A non-reputable establishment 
– Places well off the “beaten path” 

• There are also places that children spend their 
time afterschool that are not credited 
establishments or that are unadvertised or 
unendorsed, making them difficult to find for the 
average resident of Allegany County 



• We are creating maps using Google Earth: 

– Places can be viewed by a push pin 

– We are planning to connect some photos to push 
pins such that a photo will show up when you click 
on location 

– We are working towards making these maps 
available to the public as well as agencies and 
asking viewers to send us updates 

Where do maps come in? 



Map of Youth Programming Sites in 
Allegany County 



Combining maps and photos 



Combining alcohol outlets and youth 
recreation 

• Reflecting on our earlier work mapping 
alcohol outlet density and features of towns 
such as per capita income, we combined 
alcohol outlets and playgrounds  

• Alcohol outlets are purple dots and 
playgrounds are red balloons 



Locations of Alcohol Outlets and 
Playgrounds in Allegany County 

 



So What? 

• One more way to understand the context 
within which risky behavior occurs and to “see 
solutions” 

• They say “pictures are worth a thousand 
words” 

• The visual impact of these devices, we argue, 
will be significant in community decision-
making 

 



Now what? 

• We have more maps to make  

• We want to make the experience of viewing 
the maps an interactive one 

• We hope to examine the locations of these 
spaces and places in relation to relevant 
variables such as per capita income, bus 
routes, and population density, for example 

 


