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Catalano and Hawkins (1992) developed a survey to measure both risk and protective factors in the lives 

of middle school and high school students.  Their objective was to help communities to know best which 

changes to make to reduce juvenile delinquency.  For twenty years now, many communities have 

utilized the “Risk and Protective Factors Survey” in their quest to create a safer and trouble-free 

environment for youth.  In 2001, Allegany County’s Partners for Prevention (PPAC) began administering 

this survey to all 6th, 8th, 10th, and 12th graders.  Using the most recent annual report from PPAC, we 

selected key variables to graph, demonstrating a way to think about trends in both risk and protection 

among youth in the county.    

 



The chart above shows both middle school and high school students’ views regarding Community 

Disorganization. It refers to a question on the survey asking the students to describe their 

neighborhoods with the amounts of: crime or drug selling, fights, abandoned buildings, and graffiti.  

Community Disorganization has been one of the top five risk factors for youth in Allegany County since 

2005.  

 

The chart above relates to the question asked on the survey about Community Opportunities for 

Prosocial Involvement. The question to the student is asking if there are opportunities in their 

community for youth to join sports teams, boy/girl scouts, boys and girls clubs, 4-H clubs, and service 

clubs. Opportunities for Prosocial involvement focus on activities outside of the average school day.  



 

The question on the Risk and Protective Factors Survey that relates to students lacking rules and 

supervision in their families is represented in the chart to the left. Students are asked on the survey 

about their perceptions of rules and supervision in their families in addition to questions about parents’ 

involvement with their child (e.g., knowing where they are or if they have completed their homework).  

 


